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Shipping’s Financial Abyss

Lloyds List, 22/09/2011

Lloyds List, 21/09/2011



The Scourge of Piracy

197

seafarers
captive on
13 ships!
600
attacks in
2015!
44
attacks in

2010!



Most Sky (2010)

Abandonment of Seafarers

‘2’ 2,000- ?
3 1,500-
= 0
gr § 1,000-
~ e 500-
o $
o S 100-
L
0-
[ | ] | | |
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
(Year)
147 crew 647 crew
abandoned abandoned
in 2008! in 2009!



Criminalisation of Seafarers



Seafarers’ Rights International (SRI)
> Launched on World Maritime Day, September 23,
2010

> Pan-industry initiative to promote and advance
legal rights of seafarers

> Forces of globalisation create lack of security
> SRI focus on research, education and training

> Funded by an initial grant from the ITF Seafarers’
Trust

> Independent - embrace the views of all
stakeholders

> Work guided by an Advisory Board



Projects Underway at SRI

> Seafarers’ rights and the criminal law
(criminalisation)

> Abandonment of seafarers

> Flag state responsibilities



Fair Treatment — SRI Survey

Conducted February 2011 — February 2012

3480 completed questionnaires in 8 languages returned
from 68 different nationalities of seafarers

8.27% of seafarers in the survey had faced criminal
charges.

Masters faced criminal charges most frequently

Almost 249% of Masters who answered the survey had
faced criminal charges



Fair Treatment — SRI Survey -
Experiences

449 of seafarers reported that they were bodily searched
87% said that they did not have legal representation

91% of seafarers who needed interpretation services said
that they were not provided with interpretation services

89% said that they did not have their legal rights
explained to them



Fair Treatment — SRI Survey -
Perceptions
> 809%o felt intimidated or threatened

> 46% of seafarers said that they would be
reluctant to cooperate fully and openly with
casualty inquiries and accident investigations

> Overall 81% did not consider that they had
received fair treatment



Towards Fair Treatment

> Practical Advice for Seafarers
> Promote Fair Treatment Guidelines

> Sensitise Governments and port officials to
seafarers’ issues



Solutions for Abandonment of seafarers

> Statistics — reliable statistics that reveal true
extent of the problem

> Practical Advice for Seafarers

» Financial security and the MLC



Other seafarers problems

"Compared to the improvements in construction, equipment
and environmental ship standards much more remains be
done to address the human side of shipping, to prevent loss of
life, injury, injustices and the inhumane treatment of seafarers.
This is the dark side of the shipping industry where
international effort has not been so evident....”
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Seafarer Abuses

illegal and fraudulent recruitment practices

the imposition of unlawful fees and burdensome employment
condition

the blacklisting of seafarers who assert their rights

the exertion of pressure on seafarers and their dependents to
sign away their rights to full compensation

substandard living conditions and denial of appropriate medical
care

non-payment of wages
delays in paying entitlements to families
abandonment of seafarers at locations far from their homes



Conclusion

Seafarers should be treated like an asset not a commodity

Governments must meet their responsibilities — and treat
seafarers with respect

Stop seafarers from being abandoned, criminalised or
attacked — make them feel valued, empowered and trusted

SRI — a valuable resource to match shipping interests and
contribute to stakeholders wanting to protect seafarers




Thank You
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